"AL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


HEALTH INSPECTOR. 


moor Gi OF DORCHESTER 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
21 NORTH SQUARE, 
DORCHESTER, 
DORSET. 


Health Department 
Telephone Number Dorchester 293 


Personal Telephone Number 
Dorchester 31431 
Extension 4.70 


To the Worshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of Dorchester. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the state of the 
public health during the year 1968. The report contains information required 
by the Minister of Health and summarises work done. 


Work continued during the year with reduced staff so that meat inspection 
has mostly occupied your public health inspectors to the exclusion of other 
important hygiene surveillence. Some relief has been available at weekends 
from work in the slaughterhouses but food hygiene visits, housing inspections 
and inspections of factories etc., have not had sufficient time devoted to 
them to enable necessary routine work to be done. 


I wish to thank the Committee Chairmen and Council's officers for 
their assistance and to acknowledge the work done in the town by health 


Visitors and other social workers when there have been personal health 
problems. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Kenneth J. Adams 


Medical Officer of Health 
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PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF 


Medical Officer of Health 
Chief Public Health Inspector 
Additional Public Health 


Inspector 


Additional Public Health 
Inspector 


Meat Inspector 


General Assistant ( Part-time) 


Clerk Shorthand Typist 


Wadi ADAMS , M.R.C.S., tet sO ey 
Dee Hey) | Uma. Lond, ) 


Calis ALLARD, Der oA. x M.R.S.H,, 
MASP Hel. 


ie BRYNING, Mate S elle, MeticPeky dl « 
Post Vacant 


Post Vacant 


H. V. CULVER 
(Resigned 20th December 1968) 


Mrs. P.A. PLAYSTED 
(Resigned 22nd March 1968) 


Mrs. IRWIN 
(Commenced 8th April 1968) 


GENERAL STATISTICS 
Area in Acres eee eos ace eee ese eee 1,675 


Resident Population 
Number of Dwellings eee 
Rateable Value we cee 


Sum represented by Penny Rate 


e eee eee 13,630 


eee eeo ece EE 237 
ei! bibs wee £726,659 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


Birth Rate Death Rate 
Dorchester Borough ... bate aa dae AWOL <2) A224( ONG) 
England and Wales eee eee aee eee 16.9( 17.2) Ve a2) 
DGFSStps. ose ea ve gees site, A7et, A704) 44 <0( 1022) 
Dorchester Rural District ... “a's meee tos 1664) 10.5( 10.1) 


The figures in brackets are those for 1967. 


In calculating Birth and Death rates, area comparability factors 
are issued by the Registrar General to "correct" irregularities in the 
age and sex structure of the population, and also to take into account 
any high mortality due to the present of residential institutions. 


Births and Infantile Deaths 


Legitimate Illegitimate 


| i} Female | 
Live Births 91 | 80 , 9 | 9 189 
Still Births Sonali une expafil ons : - 
[Deaths under 1 year : - 5 4 - ! rs 
Deaths under 4 weeks | 1 - : A 


Deaths under 1 week 
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Infantile Mortality Rate 


The infantile mortality rate is the number of deaths among infants 
of under one year of age per thousand registered live births. There 
were infantile deaths under one year of age and 189 live births in 
the area. 


The National rate was 18 deaths among infants under one year of age 
per thousand live births and the Dorset rate was 15.Odeaths. Our 
figure is too small to work out an accurate comparative rate but the 
approximate figure compares quite well with the County infantile 
mortality rate. 


(a) Infections against which routine immunisation is offered: 
Diphtheria: No notifications have been received in the Borough for 
Paes years. Cases contirme to cccur in England and Wales and 15 
Cases were notificd nationsliy in 1968. It is necessary to maintain 
the high ievel of artificial innaunity in children to prevent Diphtheria 
carriers returning to the community. 


Whooping Cough: Two cases of this disease were notified, but more may 
occur. Children who have been immunised may later get a sub-clinical 
attack as artificial immunity wanes and if there is no characteristic 
inspiratory "whoop" associated with the cough it is not diagnosed. The 
important factor in prevention is to attempt to protect the young 
children under two years of age for whom the disease can be very severe, 
leaving lung complications. 


Poliomyelitis: No cases of this disease have been notified for thirteen 
years but 2) cases occurred in England and Wales. The present state 
of affairs is directly due to the routine use of oral poliomyelitis vaccine. 


Tetanus: This disease occurs rarely and before this year there was no 
statutory requirement that I should be notified of a case. However, after 
14st October 1968 it was made notifiable. Routine immunisation is offered 
by the County Health Department or family doctors against the disease and 
is a well worth while procedure for two reasons. The first is the 
difficulty with allergic reactions experienced by some persons receiving 
anti-tetanus serum, and the second is the severity and duration of the 
disease even with modern treatment. 
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cination and Immunisation Statisti 


es 1968 


Policnyelitis Whooping Cough Diphtheria Tetanus Measles 
Primary Boost- Primary Boost= Primary Boost- Primary Boost— 
course ing course ing course ing course ing 
dese dose dose dose 
14.8 183 97 113 107 262 147 266 1,02 


I am indebted to the County Medical o2°icer for the above figures. 


During the year new schedules for immune procedures were recommended 
by the Ministry of Health and Social Security. These recommended the 
postponement of all routines for a few months so that response to immunising 
would be improved and boosting at eighteen months of age would be unnecessary. 
The above figures reflect this delay and are not due to any lack of enthusiasm 
for immunisation on the part of parents. 


Measles: In 1967 one hundred and eighty-three cases of measles were 

notified and these mostly occurred in the first quarter. Measles exhibits 
peak notifications at two yearly intervals and thus during the last quarter 

of 1968 one would have expected the virus to be building up again among 
susceptible toddlers and school children. However, at the time of writing 
(April 1969) I am happy to tell you that only one case of measles has been 
notified during the last quarter of 1968 and the first quarter of 1969, and 
directly attribute this to the anti-measles vaccination campaign which 
commenced in the schools during the summer term. Another five cases of measles 
were notified in 1968 during the first nine months of the year. 


Children receiving the vaccine occasionally produce mild symptoms and 
are "off colour" for five days or so. They may have poor appetites, a 
croaky voice and a dry cough. Occasionally there is a fleeting measles 
rash, but although I tried on several occasions to see this phenomenon it 
had always "just disappeared" by the time I arrived. These symptoms seem 
to me a small price to pay for immunity against a very lowering disease, 
often paving the way for secondary infection by other organisms. 


Tuberculosis: Two cases of pulmonary tuberculosis and one non~pulmonary 
case were notified during the year. New notifications for this disease 
now occur rarely. Four factors are mainly responsible. All cattle in 
England, Wales and Scotland are tuberculin tested, and Bovine Tuberculosis 
has been eradicated from stock for many years. The standard of nutrition 
of the population since 1950 is better than it ever has been. Certain 
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modern antibiotics and drugs specifically attack the tubercle bacillus. 
Finally vaccination schemes against the disease are now available in 
schools. 

(b) Infections ag 


ainst which routine immunisation is not offered 


Dysentery: Five cases were notified during the year. Three occurred in 
one family but the other two cases were isolated ones. In each case the 
Sonne organism was the infecting agent. This is now so common in the 
general population that there is little advantage in tracing back the 
source of infection. Visits to patients are however still necessary, 
because persons infected should not be employed as food handlers, and 
households in which there are very young children need to be particularly 
careful not to pass the infection on. One of the patients notified did, in 
fact, work at a chemist's shop. 


Scabies: This disease is not notifiable nationally but the Council decided 
to make it notifiable under powers contained in Section 147 of the Public 
Health Act 1936. During the year 3 cases were notified. The disease is 
not particularly communicable and is mostly a domestic affair restricted to 
a household or group of persons. It requires very careful treatment by the 
patient and unless this is given may progress to a chronic state. Noti- 
fication is most useful to me to keep in touch with the infection. Some- 
times the source of infection can be traced and treated; always advice on 
treatment can be reinforced. 


Puerperal Pyrexia: Ten cases were notified during the year. Puerperal 
Pyrexia is defined as any febrile condition occurring in a woman in whom 

a temperature of 100.4°F or more has occurred within fourteen days of 
childbirth or miscarriage. The rise in temperature in all these women were 
caused by infections unrelated to childbirth or of unknown cause. On ist 
October notification of Puerperal Pyrexia was discontinued nationally. 


The Public Health (Infectious Diseases) 
Regulations 1968 


Changes in the notification of infectious diseases came into operation 
on 1st October 1968. Three new diseases were added to those already 
notifiable, viz., Yellow Fever, Tetanus and Leptospirosis and six diseases 
were removed from the list: 


Acute influenzal pneumonia Erysipelas 
Acute primary pneumonia Membranous croup 
Acute rheumatism Puerperal pyrexia 


Under earlier regulations infective jaundice was also made notifiable 
from 15th June 1968, 
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Head Infestation: 


Infestation is not notifiable to me as district medical officer 
but the Principal School Medical Officer kindly makes available his 
records. The figures set out below refer to the combined school pop= 
ulation of Dorchester Borough and Rural District. 


1965 1966 1967 1968 


Number of infested 
heads with vermin 5g 29 he. 3h 
or egg cases present 


It is necessary for parents to continue to be vigilant to combat 
this infestation which spreads rapidly if no thought is given to why 
a particular child is scratching. 


PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY 


The Dorchester Public Health Laboratory under the directorship of 
Dr. G H. Tee continues to give excellent service; and the proximity of 
the Laboratory to the Health Department promotes a constant interchange 
of ideas and information. 


7 


txo3g 


~ 
i 


“th odd yohny taotenedad AbGaem oREdaA 
sit bra yootvewa dnetleaxo evky of eemmne 
tnadamoe © sett. daontaugeS caer tt 


skh on 9 + sidakiivon vor at So 
Siti seolT3o f olbas [ooreS Lagke 

¥ j , 2% ai ew, ’ ‘es A 1G sonal 
stoceteard Iu bao apuowd tateads 


iLinty oS of ‘epakiaac pt oie: wT Cee 
, at ttyvodd om St ¢fibiqet ebjeuge Abie 
-poidotatoa ef & 


Fi \ 


CAUSES OF DEATH 


Male Female 
CANCER : Stomach eee eee eos eee 2 5 
Lung and Bronchus cee ree Ae) 1 
Breast eee eee eee eee —_ 8 
Uterus eee eee eee eee bas 4 
Leukaemia... eee eee eee —_ = 
Other eee eee eee eee 5 5 
HEART AND CIRCULATORY Rheumatic heart disease.. alles 4 Zi 
DISEASE : Hypertension eee coe eon 2 2 
Ischaemic heart disease ee. OD 13 
Cerebral haemorrhage ... ea 26 
Anaemia ..e. wee eee eeoe o = 
Other eee eee eee ees 41 4h 
INFECTIOUS DISEASE : Influenza.. eee eoce ose = 
Tuberculosis eos ans eee 4 
RESPIRATORY DISEASE: Pneumonia.. ae ev5 eee 9 21 
Bronchitis and Emphysema, aiain ee = 
Other ese eee eee ees 1 | 
MENTAL DISORDER : eee eee e@ee eco eee ece = = 
OTHER DISEASES OF NERVOUS SYSTEM:.. cee coe coe 4 - 
DIABETES: see eee eee eco eee eee eee 1 = 
DIGESTIVE DISEASE: .. Peptic ulcer coe coe coe = ~ 
Intestinal obstruction and hernia 1 - 
Other eee eee eee eee 4 4 
CIRRHOSIS OF LIVER: eoce ees ene eee eee eve aes _ 
NEPHRITIS AND NEPHROSIS. eee ees eee eee eee = 
HYPERPLASTA OF PROSTA' : eee ece eee eae eee 2 a 
OTHER DISEASES OF GENITO-URINARY SYSTEM:.. re coe 2 
DISEASES OF MUSCULO-SKELETAL SYSTEM * eee eee eee ie 2 
CONGENITAL ANOMALIES:.. eve eee eee eee eee 4 sy 
BIRTH INJURIES: ees ese ees eee eee eee = 2 
ILL-DEFINED CONDITIONS: ese eee coe cee ece = = 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS: see eee eee eee eee 2 = 
OTHER ACCIDENTS: one eee eee eee eee eve = 2 
ENTERITIS AND OTHER DIARRHOEAL DISEASES ee eve eee 4 = 
Total 109 410 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 


A list of the numbers dying from common diseases is meaningless 
unless compared with national figures. The latest available are those 
for 1967 which, although referring to deaths in a previous year, demon- 
strate that the trends of causes of death in the Borough, except perhaps 
for bronchitis, are similar to those in England and Wales. 


Deaths from various causes England and Wales 1967 

Malle Female 
Acute Myocardial Infarction coe vee 56,156 34.565 
Cerebrovascular disease «see cee eve 215416 32,269 
Cancer — Lung ceo eee ee aie (meee —p 10 4,678 
Bronchitis Mace eee wie ome 20625 6,678 
Pneumonia alesse Senn ben ax tg 367 174oTh 
Cancer - Breast « «ses «se «seo see 85 10,228 
Cancer - Stomach See Leas memin seal Pehtd 55495 
Mobor vehacie accidents ses «see «ee 4,877 2,221 
Cancer - Womb soe see cee coe ase ~ 3 85h. 
Hypertensive Heart Disease ee «see cee 3,607 5,187 
Suicide hy eawet eects Giereassnt ¢2yf08 1,961 
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WATER SUPPLIES 


The Town water supply is quite adequate and wholesome. The Public 
Health Department samples drinking water in the distribution system on a 
fortnightly basis, and the Water Engineer samples water at source twice 
weekly. There are two main water sources, Eagle Lodge Bore and the Water 
Works Well. The latter source shows a small coliform count from time to 
time after heavy rain. No samples were taken for chemical analysis in 1968. 


During the year the health of staff working for the water undertaking 
was closely investigated. It had always been the practice of my predecessor, 
Dr. I. Lawrence, to examine new employees on appointment and to get their stool 
and blood examined for previous enteric disease. I have carried on this work, 
but at the close of 1967 a Ministry of Housing and Local Government publication 
dealing with "Safeguards to be adopted in the operation and management of 
Water Works" was issued, This extended health precautions by, among other 
things, advising that all staff should be re-examined at intervals of not 
more than three years. These conditions were therefore complied with, and 
all members of the staff were found to be healthy. 


SEWERAGE 


See 


Sewage is treated at Louds Mill Works which was modernised in 1962. 


The new installation was designed for 14,400 persons, and our present 
population is 13,630. The total volume of sewage flow to the works is 
at times higher than anticipated so that sone infiltration of ground water 
in the sewerage system is suspected. 


During the year the main low level sewer was surveyed and records of 
levels were taken in May and November. Increased flow continued after 
rain confirming suspicions of ground water infiltration and making further 
investigation necessary. Despite the increased flow volume at times, the 
biochemical oxygen demand of the effluent when discharged into the River 
Frome is usually satisfactory and comes within the 20 p.p.em. limit 
acceptable to the Avon and Dorset River Authority. 


In the sections dealing with water and sewerage it gives me pleasure 
to acknowledge the assistance of Mr. D. J. H. Strange, Borough Surveyor. 
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Telephone (Office): Public Health Inspectors' Office, 


Dorchester 2934 North Square, 
DORCHESTER . 


August, 1969. 


To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of Dorchester. 


Annual Report for 1968 


I present for your consideration the foliowing report on our 
work in 1968. 


I am grateful to the members of the Council for their continued 
support and to the Chief Officers and other colleagues for their help and 
advice during the year. 


Chief Public Health Inspsctor. 
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1. INSPECTIONS. 


Under the Housing Acts: 
Inspection of dwelling houses 


Re-inspection of dwelling houses 
Unclassified 


Under the Food and Drugs Acts: 


Inspection and visits re unsound food 
Inspection of food premises 

Visits to slaughterhouses 

Visits to dairies 

Unclassified 


Under Public [lealth Acts: 

Inspection and/or testing of sewers/drains 
(including soil and ventilating pipes) 

Inspection of closets 

Inspection of filthy or verminous premises 

Inspection of public conveniences 

Inspection for detection and abatement of 

statutory nuisances 

Inspection and sampling of water supplies 

Enquiries and visits re infectious diseases 

Inspection of caravan sites 

Unclassified 


Under the Factories Acts: 


Inspection of factories . 
Visits to outworkers 


Under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act: 


Under the Offices, Shops and Railway, 
General inspections 


Other visits 


Under the Shovs Acts 


Under the Petroleum Acts; 


Miscellaneous: 


liars 


Premises Act: 


162 


72 
86 158 
; 
33 
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2. COMPLAINTS - 1968. 


Disrepair of houses 21 
Overcrowding or other inadequate housing conditions 1 
Unsound food or unsatisfactory conditions in food 
premises 10 
Defective and/or choked drains, sewers, closets, 
cesspools etc. 22 
Verminous and/or filthy premises 35 
Keeping of animals 3 
Offensive accumulations or deposits 11 
Working conditions (offices, shops, factories) 1 
Other public health nuisances 12 
Rats and mice A25 
Unclassified 2 
243 
Be NOTICES - 1968 Informal Notices Formal Notices 
Served Complied Served Complied 
with with 
Under Public Health Acts 14 6 1 - 
Under Housing Acts t 13 = 3 
Under Food and Drugs Acts 35 32 ~ - 
Under Factories Acts 1 2 - - 
Under Prevention of Damage by 
Pests Act 4 = - = 
Under Petroleum Acts - 1 - - 
Under Caravan Sites and Control of 
Development Act 3 3 = = 
Under Offices, Shops and Railway 
Premises Act 37 2% - - 
Under Noise Abatement Act 1 - ~ ~ 
99 84 1 B) 
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4. HOUSING. 


Of the two hundred and twenty-eight properties scheduled in 1955 
for clearance or demolition, twenty-five were occupied at the end of 1968. 
There were an estimated thirty-four other houses unfit at the end of the 
year to be dealt with in future programmes. 


Summary of Progress - 1968. 


Number of clearance areas declared during the year Nil 


Number of houses demolished after statutory action 
or voluntarily 6 


Number of houses closed after statutory action 


or voluntarily 2 
Number of families rehoused from unfit houses 1 
Number of persons rehoused from unfit houses 4 


The following individually unfit houses were dealt with:- 


Premises Action Persons Displaced 

5 The Grove Closing Order Not yet rehoused. 
made 23.4.68. 

14 The Grove Closing Order A - Rehoused by 
made 23.4.68 Council 18.3.68 

7 Pound Lane Closing Order 
revoked and 
Demolition Order Vacant. 
substituted 
Pate s66. 


Housing Repairs and Improvements. 


Repairs to housing defects were completed at five houses. 


Complaints of dampness were received from a small number of 
premises which had been converted into flats. The dampness proved to be 
due to condensation and in some instances was severe with considerable 
mould growth on the walls. Advice was given to owners and occupiers 
but it would seem that condensation dampness is likely to be the cause 
of further complaints in the future unless careful consideration is given 
to the heating and ventilation of premises. 
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Thirty-eight applications for Standard Grants were received, 
thirty-three of which were approved. Twenty-nine applications were from 
owner occupiers and nine in respect of tenanted houses, including five 
refused. During the year twenty-nine houses were improved (twenty-seven 
owner occupied and two tenanted houses). 


The amenities provided were as follows:- 


(a) Fixed bath 28 
(b) Shower Nil 
(c) Wash hand basin 28 
(a) Hot water supply (to 

any fittings) 29 
(e) W.C. within the dwelling 23 
(2) Food store 25 


No applications were received for Discretionary Grants. 


Rent Act, 1957. 


No applications for a certificate of disrepair were received 
during the year. 


Common Lodging Houses. 


There are no common lodging houses in the Borough. 
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EMISHS AND FOOD INSPECTION. 


The xecords of the Department show the following information 


regarding premises subject to the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960: 


Q 


Number of premises 


| 
| 
| ote Lee 


| Fitted to | To which | Fitted to 
{comply with | Reg. 19 |comply with 
oe Reg. 16 | applies Reg. 19 
ch ETT, SAN hl gp aN 


ee 
| 
{ 
ON 


Manufacturer; and processors 3 3 
Wholesalers 6 
Bakehouses | 2 2 
Wholesale premises wat 11 
Butchers | 10 10 
Fishmongers | 6 6 
Flour confectioners 6 6 
Grocers, provision merchants 
and general shops 36 | 36 
Fruiterers and greengrocers eatin | 7 
Sugar confectioners | 16 16 
Off licences 5 | 3 
Retail premises 84 t 84 
Hotels Pie i 
Restaurants and cafes 24 | 24 
Works canteens 5 5 
School canteens a 14 
Residential catering establish- | 
ments 9 9 
Public houses | 19 19 
Licensedclubs 11 11 
Occasional catering premises E 19 19 
| Catering premises 110 110 
; aes pe msi ss 
A TOTALS ere 1 205 
‘ 
5 In addition to the above premises the following are subject’ to 
inspection by the public health inspectors under various regulations:- 
rs 
A Slaughterhouses 2 
Milk distributors 5 
Bread distributors 4 
Hospitals 3 
Street and market stalls 30 
House to house traders 1 Total 45 
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The total number of visits to food premises for hygiene and sampling was 
two hundred and six. 


The Liquid E Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963. 
There are no egg pasteurising plants in the district 
The number of food premises registered under Section 16 of the 


Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and of the inspections made (including visits 
for sampling) is as follows:- 


Number Number 
Registered of inspections 
For the sale, or manufacture 
or storage of ice-cream pe) 29 
For the preparation or manufacture 
of meat products or preserved 5 - 


foods 


The number of premises registered under the Milk and Dairies 
(General) Regulations, 1959, is:- 


Distributors with premises within the Borough 3 


Total 
31 


Distributors trading from outside the Borough 


ine) 
ee ee 


Retail shops selling bottled milk only 26 
seven inspections were made at these premises. 


Under the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1963, the 
work of licensing dealers in designated milks (pasteurised, sterilised 
and untreated) is the responsibility of the Dorset County Council, who 
are the Food and Drugs Authority. 


Food Hygiene (Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Regulations, 1966. 


About thirty traders sell from food stalls in the street and in 
Dorchester market and ninety-nine inspections of the stalls were made. 
Proceedings were taken against one trader. The Council alleged nineteen 
contraventions, all of which the magistrates found proved and imposed 
fines totalling £57 with costs up to £21. 
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Ice-Crean. Seventy-five samples of ice-cream were submitted for 
bacteriological examination, the results of which were:- 


Bulk Pre-packed 
Ice-cream Ice-cream 
Provisional Grade 1 50 8 
Provisional Grade 2 11 - 
Provisional Grade 3 6 - 
Provisional Grade 4 aah an. ea an 
67 8 


These samples were taken from nine sources including two sources 
of soft ice-cream. The national manufacturers of ice-cream maintain a 
very high standard of pre-packed article and only eight samples of such 
ice-cream were taken. Fifty-six samples were taken from bulk supplies at 
restaurants and hotels enabling a check to be made on the efficiency of 
the storage of the product. Samples were taken with a sterile spatula 
and also with the servers in use to test the efficiency of the cleansing 
of the servers. Hleven samples were taken from mobile ice-cream vehicles. 


There is no legal standard for the cleanliness of ice-cream 
and the results of samples are judged on the following provisional standard:- 


Over a Six-monthly period, 50 per cent of a vendor's samples 
should fall into Grade 1, 80 per cent into Grades 1 and 2, not 
more than 20 per cent into Grade 3 and none into Grade 4. 


All the samples taken complied with the above standard except 
for four samples taken from the vehicles of one tanufacturer. If a 
source of ice-cream fails to comply with the provisional standard we are 
dependent upon the goodwill and co-operation of the manufacturer. In 
such cases the manufacturer and the Chief Public Health Inspector of the 
District where the factory is situated are informed of the unsatisfactory 
results. 
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Food Complaints. Ten complaints of unsatisfactory food or conditions 
in food premises were received and included the following:- 


Foreign objects in foods 2 

Mouldy foods (cheese 1) | 

Unsound food (canned and 

prepared meats 5, cream 1) 6 
Unsatisfactory food premises 1 10 


Unsound Food. The quantities of food found to be unsound and voluntarily 
surrendered to the Department for disposal are shown in the following 
table. The food is surrendered at the office of the inspectors and 
disposed of by burying at the Council's refuse tip. 


Canned or other pre-packed foods:- 
414 lbs. Meat and fish 
800 lbs. Fruit 
488 lbs. Vegetables 
1,008 lbs. Frozen foods 
326 lbs. Miscellaneous 
Other foods:- 
A7T5 lbs. Meat (including bacon) 
7 lbs. Cooked meat and meat products 
44 lbs. Dried fruit 


TOTAL WEIGHT: 62 lbs. 
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Poultry Inspection. 
(i) Number of poultry processing premises. 


There is one poultry processing premises in the Borough which 
operates up to four evenings a week. 


(ii) Number of visits. 


Routine visits were not made in 1968 but information was received 
of the number of poultry processed and of the numbers rejected. (Regular 
inspections have commenced in 1969.) 


(233) ‘Total number of birds processed. 


75,624 birds were processed in 1968. 


(iv) Types of birds processed. 


Hens, broilers, chickens and capons were processed. 


(v) Percentage of birds rejected. 


Approximately 1.68 per cent of the birds were rejected as unfit 
for human consumption. 


(vi) Weight of poultry condemned. 
Approximately 3,000 lbs. 


(vii) Comment. 


Inspection problems arise becausc the premises are operated 
intermittently in the evenings. Many of the birds are bred by the 
proprietor and all the others are seen alive by him before purchase. 
It is at this stage on the farm that the culling of any suspect birds 
takes place. 


The Department's responsibilities are to ensure (a) if regular 
inspection of the birds by a public health inspector is not possible 
that the system of rejection by the proprietor is working effectively 
and (b) inspection of the premises under the Food Hygiene (General ) 
Regulations, 1960. 
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6. MHAT INSPECTION. 


Two premises within the Borough continued in use as private 
slaughterhouses. The vacant post for Public Health Inspector not being 
filled during the year, the meat inspection service was maintained by 
supplementing the existing staff with assistance from the inspector of 
a neighbouring authority. 


1967 1968 

Number of animals slaughtered 38,800 35,831 

Number of animals inspected 38,800 355030 

Number of whole carcases rejected (ee 156 
Approximate weight of meat and offals 

rejected (tons) 
(a) for tuberculosis = z 
(b) for other conditions 20 24 


The principal causes for the rejection of carcases as unfit 
for human consumption, classified in accordance with the Meat Inspection 
Regulations, are shown on page 23. 


Cysticercus Bovis. 


Cysticercus bovis is the cystic form of human taeniasis (tape-worm 
in man) and cattle inspected were subject to routine examination of the 
head, tongue and heart. One case of cysticercus bovis was found, the 
location of the cysts being the masseter muscles of the head. The carcase 
was submitted to cold storage and kept at the prescribed temperature 
before release for consumption. 


Laboratory facilities. 


The facilities of the Public Health Laboratory, which is under 
the direction of Dr. G. HE. Tee, are available for the examination of 
specimens from carcases. Nine specimens from carcases were submitted in 


1968. 


I should like to record my thanks to Dr. Tee for his help, which 
is always readily given on meat inspection and other public health problems. 
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Carcases and offals inspected and condemned in whole or in part 


Cattle Sheep 
eX. Cows Calves and Pigs Goats | 
Cows. Lambs | 


H 
' 
' 
4 
t 
4 


Number kille eer deseg 12.912 10,156 8,962 1 


peste: 1,308" 124912 


; Number inspected 10,156 8,962 1 | 


All diseases except 
Tuberculosis and Cysticerci | 


{ 
‘ 


Whole carcases condemned 3 31 58 36°28 = 
Carcases of which some part : 

or organ was condemed 268 731 2,077 2,141 2,865 
Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
disease other than 


| 

| 

| 

27-73 58.26 16.54 Zi.A3 32.28 | 

tuberculosis and cysticerci | | 
| 

| 

| 


| Tuberculosis only 


{ 
Whole carcases condemned i - = = ra = 


| Carcases of which some part | 4 


er organ was condemned 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 


| Carcases of which some part ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
‘ or organ was condemned 


' 
i 
i 
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| Carcases submitted to 4 
treatment by refrigeration | 


| Generalised and totally 
| condemned | 
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF REJECTION - 1968 


j 
; 


| pen Cows Calves Sheap Pigs. Total 

Bruising (extensive and Be . = 2 = = 2| 
Emaciation (pathological) | ~ 4 - 2 ~ 6 
Fever | ~ 3 42 9 19 73| 
Immaturity i » e 2 1 J 3! 
Oedema (generalised) | 1 22 1 20 1 45 | 
Peritonitis (acute, diffuse, | ri 4 4 4 a mi 
septic) | 

Pheumonia (acute, septic) | i - 1 - - 2 
Pyaemia (including joint-ill) i 1 “ 6 3 5 15 | 
Septicaemia or toxaemia | - 1 2 - 1 4| 
Swine erysipelas (acute) leans = - a 2 2 
Uraemia | ~ - 1 - - 1 


TOTAL 1968 Py 31 58 36 28 156 | 


a 23 


a Sean ey et nr a ecmrcminums aramameanallll 


Lad t 


=e = ET aint wifi BO SEB A LATE ORS 


i 


een.” 


a 


i 
So 6B. pad 0 at 
AWOO-KO 
Se POLI A AE A A AGG LAY ce Am — 
“ 7” 
.) - A - 
é | 4 S E ~ 
be eg 
+h, \ iS t $$ t 
‘4 - ij f r - 
5 o ” f ~ f 
f a om t 
&, - S r - 
- - - - 
. 
- _ : — -_ 
A A A fh) Pe 
F : 5 
ar f 8S oF arty v4 f 


fe 1s 


o_o 


ee, 


————————— ee 


Te SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1958. 


Ten slaughtermen employed at the local slaughterhouses were 
licensed to slaughter or stun cattle, sheep, pigs and goats with a 
mechanically operated instrument of the captive bolt pistol type or an 
electrically operated instrument (electrolethaler). No licences to 
slaughter horses within the Borough have been issued. 


8. WATER SAMPLES. 


Routine samples are taken from distribution points in addition 
to samples of the sources and from the reservoirs taken by the Water 
Engineer. One hundred and fourteen samples of the mains supply taken 
by the public health inspectors were satisfactory. These were submitted 
to the Public Health Laboratory for bacteriological examination and 
tested in the office for residual chlorine. Samples from two distribution 
points were reported on as unsatisfactory. Immediately this was known 
repeat samples were taken and were reported as satisfactory, indicating 
that the pollution was of local origin. Of the samples taken by the 
Water Engineer after chlorination, all except one were satisfactory. 

The unsatisfactory sample showed the lowest possible count of bacteria 
and repeat samples were satisfactory. Twenty-six samples taken from 
the source before chlorination showed a low bacterial count. 


A complaint was received of the taste of the water and this 
was found to be due to the presence of chlorphenols. These compounds 
are not harmful but a minute trace of them in water gives rise to an 
unpleasant taste similar to disinfectant. The flushing of mains and 
service pipes and the renewal of washers normally clears the supply. 


Seven houses (population eight) and fifty-two caravans (population 
one hundred and four) are served by external stand-pipes. In all other 
dwelling houses the supply is taken indoors. 


9. DRAINAGE. 


Two hundred and thirty-six visits were made to inspect and test 
new drains. Sixty-three visits were made to inspect and test old drains. 


Only a small number of premises are not connected to the main 


sewerage system, less than forty being served by cesspool or septic 
tank. 
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40. CLEAN ATR ACT, 1956 


One notice was received of a proposal to install a new furnace 
0 which the Act applies. 


Statutory action under Section 16 of the Act was authorised 
in respect of a nuisance from the open burning of trade waste and the 
Company involved installed an incinerator. 


1. FACTORIES, SHOPS AND OFFICES. 


| The table below shows the number of factories on the Council's 
egister. 


FACTORIGS ACT, 1°61 - PART 1 


FACTORIES ON THE COUNCIL'S REGISTER AND DETAILS OF INSPECTIONS MADE 
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FACTORIZS IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND 
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FACTORIES ACT, 1961 - PART VIII. 
( OUTVIORK ) 
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Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963. 


Progress continued to be made with general inspections under the 
above Act. and seventy-two registered premises received a generai inspection 
in 1968. Only a small number of registered premises have not received 
a general inspection since the Act came into force and these will be 
visited in 1969. Thirty-seven written notices were served regarding 
conditions found and by the end of the year, twenty-seven of these notices 
had been complied with. 


The register showed the following details at the end of the 


year:- 
No. of No. of persons 
Premises employed 
| Offices 1 634 
Retail shops 144 1,124 
: Wholesale shops, warehouses 9 13 
Catering establishments open to 
the public, canteens 25 192 
Fuel storage depots pais, 3 


; 

258 2,026 

| Two notifications were received of accidents to persons employed 
: in retail shops and one of a person working in a public house. 

/ 


12. CARAVANS. 


One residential site for thirty caravans was licensed under the 
Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960. The licence conditions 
are based on the model standards prepared by the Ministry of Housing 

and Local Government. Hight contraventions of the licence conditions 

were remedied after informal action by the Department. Negotiations 

with the site operators were commenced with a view to obtaining higher 
standards of amenities on the site. 


Two individual residential sites were licensed. 


The Council operates a site for twenty residential caravans and 
ten touring caravans. 
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RODENT CONTROL, 


The Council's rodent control service was continued on the lines 


No charge is made for the destruction by the Council of rats and mice 


except in the case of business premises. 


is shown in the table below. 
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1. Numoer of properties in the district 
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3.6 a 


Total number of properties 
(including nearby premises) 
inspected following notification 


(i) rats 


(ii) mice 


Number infested by 


Total number of properties 
inspected for rats and/or 
mice for reasons other than 


notification 
Number infested by (i) rats 


(aa) mice 


14. VERMINOUS PREMISES. 


| TYPH OF PROPERTY 


A summary of the work undertaken 
Test baiting and maintenance treatments 
f£ the sewers were undertaken as usual. 


y ie 
of the scheme approved by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 


NON- | ! 
AGRICULTURAL , AGRICULTURAL | 


eer aa 23 | 
: | 


Twenty-eight premises infested with pests were dealt with. 
Most of the premises were disinfested by the Department but in a small 
number of instances advice only was given. 


In addition, regular 


treatment of one of the slaughterhouses was undertaken to prevent fly 
infestation. 
pigeons. 
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The Council continued to operate a number of traps for 
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15. RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951. 


Under the above Act five premises in which upholstery is 
undertaken are registered by the Council. Premises within the Borough 
are not used for the manufacture or storage of rag flock. No visits 
of inspection or sampling under the Act were made during the year. 


16. SCRAP METAL DEALERS ACT, 1964. 


One dealer in old metals is registered by the Council under 
the Scrap Metal Dealers Act, 1964. 


hii PETROLEUM (REGULATION) ACT, 1928 and 1936. 


At the beginning of the year fifty-five licences were renewed 
in respect of existing petroleum installations. 


Of the thirty-three visits made under the Petroleum Acts, 


fourteen were to licensed installations and nineteen to new or proposed 
installations. 


18. PRT ANIMALS ACT, 1951. 


Two shops were licensed by the Council under the above Act 
for the sale of pet animals. 
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